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Learn how to describe what something is like 
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Dialogue Vocabulary Lesson Notes Lesson Transcript Comments 


o Dialogue - Japanese Hide (A) 


kant] English Romaji Hiragana All 


(@) @) A B- BOU. 

(@) @) AU 7FV=T ORT OUTTA, 
(@) @) B BkORDbHOUTTD. 
O@Ox ww. 
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@) @ & ol 8-93-07 


o Vocabulary Hide (A) 


C English @&) kana Romaji 


B [#7] 2 EXAMPLES @ 
U @) @) ®) summer 


(@) (@) Hit. Butt. 
@) It's hot in summer. 
(@) (2) €e5 4, BOF, 


@) Cucumber is a summer vegetable. 


Bly [HOW] 2 EXAMPLES @ 
UW @) @) ®) hot 
@) (8) tv. SoltBucT. 


@) Yes, today is hot. 
ILL. EKDILHOCT, 


(@) (@) Hit, Bucs. 
@) It's hot in summer. 


BA [IclZA] 5 EXAMPLES @ 
= @) @) © Japan 


x0.5 


@) @) Aicld, PODER BCE OWEBERVHS, 
~@) Japan has four main islands and many smaller ones. 
SEAN. £SDOBSDRLELSS< OSHWSALEUVERDS; 


@) @) ADEBX* 
@) islands of Japan 


SlEAO LECCE 

@) (¢) B*OR 

@) prefectures of Japan 
TIEA DITA 

(@) (¢) BAOBIA 

~) Prime Minister of Japan 


“IEADL HLED 


@) () ZNILBROBTCH. 


(~) This is a Japanese car. 
7 GLHIW [CLH I. 1EXAMPLE @ 
© @ © humid, muggy ; Adj (i) 
@) @) BROKE LHS. 
@) It's humid in Japanese summer. 
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Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Describing What Something Is Like. 
Kariforunia no natsu wa atsui desu ne. 
AYT7ANMAPORISLHIVTCT “2. 

"Summer in California is really hot, isn't it." 


In this lesson, you will learn how to describe people, places, and things using adjectives in Japanese. After this lesson, not 
only will you be able to say what something is, you'll also be able to describe what it's like! 


Describing What Something Is Like 


You remember our construction [A] is [B] from Lesson 7, right? 


[A] wa [B] desu [A] is [B] 


Before, we practiced putting nouns (people and things) in place of [B]. 


We can also put adjectives (used to describe nouns) in place of [B] to describe [A], which is what we'll do in this lesson. 


* Sentence Pattern: 


[A] wa [adjective] desu [A] is [adjective] 


In this pattern, 
A = the item being talked about (a party, the dog, Japan, sushi, etc.) 
B = what you are describing it as (hot, cold, small, fun, interesting, etc.) 


Let's quickly review what adjectives are first. Adjectives are words that describe people, places, or things, such as "big," 
"small," "red," "short," "delicious," etc. To complete the sentence pattern above, first we need to know some common adjec- 
tives in Japanese: 


ROMAJI JAPANESE "ENGLISH" 

atsui HO "hot" 

samui eH "cold" (weather) 
atatakai HLEDV "warm" 

suzushii FTL "cool" (weather) 

Okii BSE) "big" 

chiisai Bs) "small" 

oishii SUL "delicious" 
omoshiroi BHA "interesting," "funny" 


Now, let's replace [A] with an object or place and [B] with an adjective to describe it! 


Sample Sentences 


1. Arasuka wa samui desu. 
TIATNEGWCS, 
"Alaska is cold." 

2. Sushi wa oishii desu. 
FTLIEBWLWTCT. 
"Sushi is delicious." 

3. Nihon wa chiisai desu. 
INIEA IL BWSWCT, 
"Japan is small." 

4. Afurika wa Okii desu. 
TIVAKBBEWTCT, 
"Africa is big." 


Examples from This Dialogue 


1. Kariforunia no natsu wa atsui desu ne. 
DAVY AAMAT ORILHIWCS ha. 
"Summer in California is really hot, isn't it." 

2. Nihon no natsu wa, mushiatsui desu. 
AKO, CLAW, 
"Summers in Japan are humid.” 


Language Tip: The Particle Mo (%) 


* Mo (%) 

In the dialogue, we saw the line Nihon no natsu mo atsui desu ka? where we used mo in place of wa in our sentence struc- 
ture. 

This mo has the meaning of "also" or "too" and refers to the noun that comes before it. 


For Example: 


1. ARDRZOSBWUtCTD, 
Nihon no natsu mo atsui desu ka? 
"Is summer in Japan hot too?" 


Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


* Natsu (7%) 
Natsu is the Japanese word for "summer." The words for the rest of the seasons are aki (fall), fuyu (winter), and haru 
(spring). 


* Atsui (%V) 
Atsui is an adjective that means "hot." You'll often hear word being used to describe hot weather in the summer or something 
that is hot to the touch. 


* Mushiatsui (t L% 2») 
This adjective means "humid" or "muggy" and we use it to describe humid weather. Japan is known for having humid 
weather in the summer, so you may hear this word often! 
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